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What is the severity of the impact of desertification on food security in our region?
Desertification negatively affects the productivity of lands and their ability to feed populations. Increased desertification implies reduced food security. In the Arab World, continued desertification will lead to increases in food shortages and in the cost of food imports. As documented by FAO/RONE, 1994 the cost has increased from 4.8 billion US$ in 1980 to 23.3 billion US$ in 1990. The most affected crops will be grapes, olives and wheat as stated by the CIRCE project “Climate Change and Impact Research: The Mediterranean Environment”.
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